SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE

SARL NEWS SUNDAY MAY 26 2002

This is Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio 
League, the National society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with 
a news bulletin that is broadcast every Sunday at 08:15 in Afrikaans 
and at 08:30 (CAT) Central African Time in English.

This bulletin is also available on the website of the SARL at 
www.sarl.org.za and on packet bulletin boards.

SILENT KEY

It is with regret that we announce the passing away of Laetetia 
Snyman, ZS6O, the XYL of Tiny Snyman ZS6OC, due to heart attack on May 
24.  To Tiny, their children, grandchildren, relatives and friends our 
sincerest condolences.

PAUSE

In the news today:

5760 MHz ACHIEVEMENT BY ZS6AXT

NEW SARL MEMBERS AND A SURPRISE FOR THEM

DAYTON HAMVENTION NEWS EXTRACTS

Stay tuned for more details on these and other interesting news 
items.

You are tuned to ZS6SRL.  Visit the SARL Web site or call the SARL 
office which is open on weekdays from 09:00 to 13:00 at 011 675 2393 
for details on how to join the SARL, book sales and all related 
amateur radio activities.

The news follows in detail.

5760 MHz ACHIEVEMENT BY ZS6AXT

The following news-item is reproduced unaltered as received from Ivo 
Chladek, ZS6AXT:

"First ever QSO between Africa and Asia and JA to ZS in the 6cm (5760 
MHz) band:
On Saturday 30 March, at 23:00 local time, ZS6AXT established QSO 
with JA7BMB in the 6cm/5760 MHz band by moonbounce.  Signals were 
quite good with very high Doppler effect.  ZS6AXT used his 5m dish 
and 20W output power from the transmitter.  It is his third continent 
worked on this band, after working other 11 stations in Europe and 
North America during last year".

"Following that, LX1DB was worked on 19th April, with 559/449 reports 
for station No 13 on this band and new country".

Congratulations Ivo for a wonderful achievement!  Who can equal or 
improve on this performance?

NEW SARL MEMBERS

The following amateurs, and prospective amateurs, recently joined as 
members of the SARL:

David Lloyd			ZR1DD;
Evan Matthieson		ZS1EM;
Luiz De Sousa		ZR1LDS;
Raoul Coetzee		ZS1REC;
Eddie Dry			ZR1EJD;
Derrek Du Plessis		ZS1DUP;
Pierre Botha		ZS1PY;
Fred Scheepers		ZR1FCS;
Des De Bruyn		ZR1DES;
Claudia Hobbs		RAE candidate;
Richard Brown		RAE candidate;
Garth Moore			ZS2AAR;
Michael Jones		ZS2MJ;
Richard Gwilt		ZS2RL;
David Wilson		ZR4DW;
Petrus van der Tillaard	ZS6AMI;
Paul van der Hoven	ZS6BAQ;
Hester (Estie) Beukes	ZR6STB.

A hearty welcome to all of you, 18 new members in one week!  You made 
the right decision.  Your support is appreciated and it is trusted 
that you all will enjoy a fruitful membership of the league.

A pleasant surprise is awaiting three new mwmbers who join the SARL 
before July 12.  Three items have been donated to the SARL for which 
three names will be drawn from only those who join before July 12.  
The items are:
A home alarm system;
A telephone intercom system and;
A universal remote control system for TVs etc.

SPECIAL EVENT STATION

The Sandton Amateur Radio Club will be hosting a Special Event 
Station to commemorate the end of the Anglo Boer War.

The Station with the special Call Sign of ZS100BW will be operational 
from Melrose House in Jacob Mare street, Pretoria.  Melrose House was 
the site for the signing of the Treaty of Vereeniging on 31 May 1902.

The Station will be operating on all H.F Bands from 12:00 CAT Friday 
31 May until Sunday afternoon the 1st June.

A special event QSL card will be sent to all stations contacted 
during this period.

DAYTON HAMVENTION NEWS EXTRACTS

Here follows some extracts from the ARRL news on happenings at the 
latest Dayton Hamvention.  It is especially worth noting what was 
said by speakers at the various forums' it is virtually equally 
applicable here:

This year's event marked Hamvention's 50th anniversary--and the 51st 
show.

Exuberance and enthusiasm at Dayton Hamvention 2002 by and large 
overcame the rainy, then unseasonably chilly weather during the 
three-day event.

In a Hamvention first, Mark Elliot, N8WZW, and Cyndi Krieger were 
married on Saturday, May 18.

Attendees were of the opinion that there were fewer new major items 
on display than in some previous years.  There was no shortage of ham 
radio accessories, however.

Among the highlights:  Yaesu showed its new "portable base station" 
FT-897 HF/VHF/UHF transceiver--a pumped-up version of the highly 
popular and diminutive FT-817--as well as its FT-8900R four-band FM 
transceiver and VX-7R hand-held.

Ten-Tec displayed a prototype of its new top-of-the-line Orion 
transceiver, which is replacing the OMNI.  Ten-Tec says the Orion 
will be available later this year.  The Tennessee company also showed 
its new Argonaut V IF-DSP 20 W transceiver for HF.

ICOM debuted its new IC-2720 dual-band mobile and had its D-Star 
digital "concept radio" system on display.

President Jim Haynie, W5JBP, took the podium at the Hamvention ARRL 
Forum to thank those attending for being League members.  "Thank you 
for letting us do the things we do," he said.  Those activities, he 
added, focus on keeping Amateur Radio's frequencies and serving ARRL 
members.

In the spirit of the Hamvention's theme of emergency communications, 
Haynie--in response to a question--noted that hams are resourceful in 
emergency situations.  "It's what you know through your experience of 
becoming a ham radio operator," he said, "not just providing 
communications."

Just back from World Radiocommunication Conference 2003 preparations 
in Geneva, Switzerland, ARRL Chief Executive Officer David Sumner, 
K1ZZ, relayed the latest news regarding plans to establish a 
"harmonized" worldwide 300-kHz allocation at 40 meters.  Sumner said 
it appears that an earlier proposal to move the lower band edge down 
to 6900 kHz "pretty much came off the table" a few months ago because 
of sensitive government operations below 7000 kHz by a number of 
countries.

Sumner said a more current proposal eventually would shift 
broadcasting above 7300 kHz, leaving a 7000-7300 kHz worldwide 
amateur allocation.  Outside of making no change at all, this was one 
of several options under discussion, "all of which represent varying 
degrees of improvement over the status quo," he said.

FCC Special Counsel for Enforcement Riley Hollingsworth said Amateur 
Radio operators "have a lot to be proud of."  Amateurs have the 'only 
fail-safe system' of communication," he said.

But, Hollingsworth said, there still are too many amateurs "who want 
to screw around" on the air.  "To the extent that you tolerate these 
violations, you contribute to the decline of Amateur Radio," he said.

As he's done in the past, Hollingsworth also cautioned amateurs to be 
aware of how they might sound to others on the air.  Paraphrasing the 
late radio journalist Edward R. Murrow, Hollingsworth pointed out 
that just because you can be heard halfway around the world doesn't 
mean you're any smarter than when you could only be heard "down at 
the other end of the bar."

Behavior such as arguing and infighting on the air "will destroy 
Amateur Radio a lot faster than any specific rule violation or 
unidentified jammer on any band," Hollingsworth said.  He asked 
rhetorically if getting in the last word in an on-air argument was 
"worth taking Amateur Radio one step closer to extinction."  Even 
worse, he added, is that such behavior also distracts the FCC 
enforcement effort from more substantive situations, such as 
intruders on 10 meters.

"We're on the verge of great things," Hollingsworth concluded, urging 
amateurs to not take the naysayers and detractors within Amateur 
Radio seriously.

QSL-BUREAU

Die SARL shall still be pleased to hear from amateurs, are SARL 
members and who live in the vicinity of the NARC (Randburg etc) and 
who are prepared to assist with the sorting of QSL cards.  Volunteers 
are requested to please come in contact with Fritz Sutherland, 
ZS6ASF, at tel no 012 997 1114 or 083 304 0028. Your assistance will 
be highly appreciated and remember the more hands the lighter the 
work.

SSTV EXPERIMENTS

Remember the invitation still stands to participate on Friday 
evenings from 19:30 SAST onwards in SSTV transmissions and reception 
enthusiasts in the vicinity of Pretoria on the Magalies Radio 
Amateur Club repeater, on 145,750 MHz.  Come and enjoy this aspect 
of amateur radio together with those who are already active.

SARLNEWS thanks all contributors, individuals, clubs and other 
organizations for contributions to this bulletin and all stations 
who so reliably relay the bulletins.

This bulletin was compiled by George, ZS6NE, and read 
by..........from .......as a service to radio amateurs, short wave 
listeners and electronic enthusiasts.

The SARL invites you to listen to Amateur Radio Mirror International 
on 21560, 9750 and 7082 kHz and 145,750 MHz in the Pretoria area.  A 
repeat broadcast can be heard on Mondays at 20:00 CAT on 3215 kHz.  
ARMI is sponsored by Telkom and Sentech.

At noon on Sundays the SARL President's net is on the air on 7082 
kHz.

You have been listening to ZS6SRL, thank you for joining us.

Goodbye everyone.



